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' Exclusive of the larger branches of commerce already mentioned,
there are minor articles bought to a considerable amount, such as
coarse muslins, ivory, honey, gums, and drugs for the European
market; and in the fruit season an inexhaustible quantity of the finest
oranges, found growing spontaneously in the mountains. But the
only great staple and steady article of commerce is chunam, or lime.
In no part of Bengal, or even Hindustan, is the rock found so perfectly
pure, or so free of alloy, as in this Province; therefore Calcutta is
chiefly supplied from hence. This branch immediately attracted my
attention, and I was led to investigate how far the trade could be
improved or extended. I found it had been hitherto occupied by
Armenians, Greeks, and low Europeans, but to a trifling extent only;
while I had so greatly the advantage over them, from the command
of the currency, that it was evident the trade might soon centre with
me, and it accordingly did so. And the trade became of essential
use to me, by expending the cowries within the Province, which in
the course of six months became concerted into cash from the sale
of the lime, and enabled me to fulfil my contract, which otherwise
would have been difficult.
'The mountain from whence the lime is taken was not situated
within our jurisdiction, but belonged to independent chieftains,
inhabitants of the high range which separates our possessions from
the Chinese frontier. My great object was to procure from these
people a lease of the lime rock, but they previously demanded an
interview with me to consult on the subject. A meeting was ac-
cordingly fixed at a place called Pandua, situated close under the
hills, forming one of the most stupendous amphitheatres in the world.
The mountain appears to rise abruptly from the watery plain, and is
covered with the most beautiful foliage, and fruit trees of every
description peculiar to a tropical climate, which seem to grow spon-
taneously from the crevices of the lime rock. A more romantic or
more beautiful situation could not be found than the one then before
me. The magnificent mountain, full in view, appeared to be divided
with large perpendicular stripes of white, which, upon a nearer
inspection, proved to be cataracts of no small magnitude; and the
river in which the boats anchored was so pure that the trout and
other fishes were seen playing about in every direction. Above all, the
air was delightful, when contrasted with the close and pestilential
atmosphere of the putrid plain below, so that I felt as if transplanted
into one of the regions of Paradise. But the appearance of the
inhabitants of this garden of Eden did not enable me to follow out
the theory I could have wished to establish ; it certainly deserved a
different style of inhabitants from those wild-looking demons then
dancing on the banks before me.
' In order to pay due attention to the great man, they had come
down from every part of the mountain, accompanied by their retainers,
dressed in the garb of war; and when thus accoutred, their appearance
is most unquestionably martial, and by no-means unlike our native